
Adding Up Agastaches, or 
Dainty Beauties Versus Invasive Thugs 

by Judy Emerson 
There are two types of Agastaches that I've grown.  The first is a Zone 8, tender perennial 
treated as an annual named Agastache foeniculum, or Anise Hyssop.  Topping out at about 
two feet tall, Anise Hyssop has blueish-lavender spikes of tiny flowers that are attractive to 
bees.  There is also a white flowered form.  The aromatic foliage is somewhat fuzzy-
feeling, and not bothered by deer.  A. foeniculum likes sun, and thrives despite neglect and 
poor soil, blooming most of the summer.   However, since it self-sows prolifically and can 
look weedy unless carefully deadheaded, Anise Hyssop quickly wore out its welcome in 
our garden.  Fortunately, the seed only seems to live for a few years, so if you pull volun-
teers before they bloom, Anise Hyssop will become only a memory. 

Becoming a memory, alas, seems to be the fate of the other, more desirable Agastaches.  
Several species, including A. barberi and A. cana, are involved in the available cultivars.  
I've grown "Apricot Sprite" and "Apache Sunset", both very pretty pale orange flowered, 

(Continued on page 3) 
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The meeting was brought to order at 
7:15 pm by President Bill Ganger. 

Topic: Plant Sale  
April Membership Meeting Minutes: It 
was moved, seconded, and passed to ac-
cept the Club minutes as published in 
the Scoop.  
Treasurer’s report: Donna Medica re-
ported that the current balance of check-
ing is $167.58 and the money market 
account is $5566.68. It was moved, sec-
onded, and passed to accept these fig-
ures. 
Raised Beds: 3/4 minus and finish rock 
was laid on the paths and it looks really 
nice. 
Downtown Beds: All looking good ex-
cept for in front of the beauty school 
which can be fixed once the weather co-
operates. 
Plant Sale: 10 days until the sale. 
Saturday Market: Starts May 3rd.  
Rhodie  Garden: Work is being done on 
the paths. Joy Russ brought a picture of 
the pond and invitations for the cere-
mony.    
Old Business:  The daffodils are still 
proudly blooming on Hwy 26 along 
with a few tulips and grape hyacinths 
New Business:  Sara Ackerman has pots 
to give away, 1 gallon size.  So, if you 
are in need please set up an appointment 
with her.  
Jenkins Estate is having a Rhodie and 
Azalea Show on June 26th Entrees are 
due by 9:00 am. Board meeting will be 
Sunday at 1 pm at the plant sale. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. 
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Officers 
President: Bill Ganger, 849-7057 
Vice Pres.: Tiffany Heller, 681-2531 
Secretary: Missy Moore,  693-9851 
Director: Jerry Maasdam, 648-7906 
Director: Joy Russ, 647-9980 
Director: Merrill Ludlam, 357-3518  
Treasurer: Donna Medica, 647-7683 
Scoop Ed: Roger Livingston, 693-8374 
email – tvgc@gardener.com 
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May Board Meeting Minutes 

May 04, 2008  

The meeting was brought to order at 1:00 pm by President Bill Ganger. 

April Board Meeting Minutes : It was moved, seconded, and passed to 
accept the Club minutes as published in the Scoop.  

Plant Sale: Going well.  The High school kids are really helping out a 
lot. They have no problem jumping in and giving a hand when needed.  

Saturday Market: No new news 

Rhody Garden:  No new news    

Old Business- Fairgrounds: No new news.     

New Business: No new business at this time.   

May Member meeting topic: Jim Meierotto from Tualatin Valley Wa-
ter District on Water conservation in the yard & garden. 

Meeting adjourned  sometime between a cloud and the sunshine. =o)  
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CORVALLIS - February is prime time to select and plan for planting 
this year's "cool season" vegetables. And it's a good time to find or pur-
chase a soil thermometer. The soil temperature is the best indicator of 
when to plant each type of vegetable, no matter what climate zone you 
live in. 
To get an accurate temperature reading in the early spring, you'll need to 
insert the thermometer two inches deep into the soil. 
As the growing season progresses, you'll need to stick the thermometer 
deeper into the soil to get an accurate reading. The OSU Extension Ser-
vice recommends pushing the thermometer into the soil about four 
inches to take the temperature before planting warm season vegetables 
such as tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, squash, corn and melons. 
For most reliable results, take the temperature at the same time each day 
for several days in a row and average them out. The best time to take the 
temperature is mid-day. If you can't take the soil temperature each day, 
agricultural weather reports give out soil temperature information taken 
mid-day. 
Crops that will germinate in the coolest soils (down to 40 degrees) in-
clude arugula, fava beans, kale, lettuce, pac choi, parsnips, peas, radic-
chio, radish and spinach seed. 
With a soil temperature above 50 degrees, Chinese cabbage, leeks, on-
ions, Swiss chard, and turnips can be planted. 
When the soil warms to 60 degrees, warm season and many cool season 
vegetables can be sown, including beans, beets, broccoli, Brussels 
sprouts, cabbage, carrots and cauliflower. But be forewarned - beans will 

(Continued on page 3) 
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(Continued from page 1) 

gray-leaved plants, and A. cana and 
"Heather Queen", which had rose-pink 
blooms.  All require sun, good drainage, 
and some luck in surviving our winters.  
Blooming all summer, their delicate stems 
of small, but vivid flowers, are delightful.  
These cultivars respond well to better soil, 
and resent root disturbance from moles.  
Pleasantly scented, these plants are deer 
resistant, and grow compactly, to about 18-
24 inches tall. These agastaches do not self-
sow, and tend to winter-kill after a year or 
two.  My oldest plant is about four years 
old.  My suspicion is that both winter's cold 
temperatures and saturated soils are killers 
of these sweet plants, which, originally, 
had roots in the southern U.S.A., or Ari-
zona and Mexico.  

However, I will continue to replace plants, 
and try out different cultivars.  Hopefully, 
my new "Tutti-frutti",  described as having 
"large pink tubular" flowers having a fruity 
taste (!), will be a nice addition, at least for 
this summer! 

 

(Continued from page 2) 

not tolerate any frost and may have to be planted again if the tempera-
ture goes below freezing.  Wait until the soil warms to above 70 de-
grees to plant warm season vegetables including tomatoes, eggplants, 
peppers, cucumbers, squash, corn and melons. 
Deborah Kean, OSU vegetable researcher, provides these hints to en-
sure further success with early season vegetable gardening: 
Wait to plant until the soil reaches the proper temperature for a specific 
crop.  Warm the soil with a plastic mulch, cloche, Wall-o'-Water, spun 
fiber or fabric "floating" row cover or cold frame.  
Buy cold tolerant or short season varieties.  
Be prepared to protect things if a hard freeze is forecast. Just because a 
crop has germinated and is starting to grow doesn't mean it can't be hit 
by a late frost.  
Prepare well-aerated soil with plenty of organic matter for a seedbed. 
The OSU Extension Service annually updates its vegetable variety rec-
ommendations for home gardeners and posts them on the web. 
This list will be published in many newspaper spring gardening supple-
ments around the state as well. If you don't see the list in your local gar-
dening section this spring, call or visit the Master Gardener help desk at 
your local county office of the OSU Extension Service and they can 
help you find it. 
By: Carol Savonen     
Source: Deborah Kean 
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May Opportunities & Reminders 
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 THE AMAZING TVGC TOOL CLOSET 
Have you wanted to try out gardening tools before you buy?  Give Jerry 

Anderson a call (503-357-2425) and make arrangements to borrow a tool from 
the Tool Closet.  Try it for a couple of weeks and decide if it’s right for you.  


