
�����������	
���
�������
�����������
by Judy Emerson 

If your garden is visited by deer or rabbits, ornamentals which are unpalatable are 
worth investigating.  Nepeta x faassenii hybrids are pleasantly aromatic perennials 
with stems of small flowers in white or shades of blue.  Most have grey-green foli-
age, and are short to medium, spreading wider than they are tall.  Some like "Blue 
Wonder" and "Snowflake" bloom in late April through May, and usually do not re-

peat.  If I don't deadhead these two varieties, the very occasional 
volunteer appears, which I view as a bonus.  All the nepetas that 
I've grown like sun, reasonable drainage, and are easy, rewarding 
plants.  In general, nepetas survive well, only requiring shearing to 
the ground before they resprout in early spring.  If you have cats us-
ing your garden, the kitties may try rolling on the nepetas.  The late, 
lamented Puck Emerson (feline), in his green youth, occasionally 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Missy Moore 
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Meeting called to order by President 
Bill Ganger at 7:10 pm. A great pres-
entation on Yard and Garden Water 
Conservation was given by Jim 
Meierotto.  
Committee Reports: 
Treasurer Report – Donna Medica re-
ported that there is $1370.00 in check-
ing & $9566.00 in the money market 
account. 
Downtown Beds – Arden Sheets re-
ported that the beds are being weeded 
but there is still more to do. If you 
would like to help weed, meet at the 
Wells Fargo Bank at 8:30 am on 
Wednesday.  Bring your own tools. 
Raised Beds – Beds are almost com-
plete. 
Saturday Market – Ken Wilcox re-
ported the market is about average for 
this time of year so far. Bill Ganger 
reported we have asked for weekly 
balances to help with tracking. 
Plant Sale – Joy said a big thanks to 
Donna Medica for her efforts getting 
money to the members so quickly after 
this year’s sale. Our total for this year 
is $29,100.00 –checks are out to ven-
dors, still have a few bills that have 
not yet come in. The tables were left at 
the grounds this year!! 
Rhodie Garden – Bill reported that 
there was a good turnout for the dedi-
cation ceremony for the Trepha Baron 
Garden area. The newspaper will be 
running a story on the ceremony in the 
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Officers 
President: Bill Ganger, 849-7057 
Vice Pres.: Tiffany Heller, 681-2531 
Secretary: Missy Moore,  693-9851 
Director: Jerry Maasdam, 648-7906 
Director: Joy Russ, 647-9980 
Director: Merrill Ludlam, 357-3518  
Treasurer: Donna Medica, 647-7683 
Scoop Ed: Roger Livingston, 693-8374 
email – tvgc@gardener.com 
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The meeting was brought to order at 7:16 pm by President Bill 
Ganger. 
April Board Meeting Minutes: It was moved, seconded, and passed to 
accept the Club minutes as published in the Scoop.  
Treasurer’s report: The current balance of the checking account was 
reported as $ 654.23 and the money market account was reported as 
$9066.11. It was moved, seconded, and passed to accept this figure. 
Raised Beds:  Work party Tuesday, June 10th. Also, 2 more timers 
are needed for watering. 
Downtown Beds: Weeding is done for now. Next month there will be 
pruning needed. 
Saturday Market:  Average for the month was $667.25.  
Rhody Garden:  Next phase meeting is set for June 11th at 9:30am.  
Old Business- Fairgrounds:  Renaissance Faire has been stalled until 
parking has been established. The Swine barn has been approved and 
is in the permit stage.   
New Business:  There will be a few Board positions that need to be 
filled. Nominations are needed. Anyone interested is welcome to at-

tended board meetings to see what it's all 
about.   
June Meeting Topic:  Garden Tour and 
Strawberry Feed.  This will be held at Ron 
and Lucille Wold's on June 16th. Gardens 
open at 6pm, Meeting and Strawberry 
Shortcake at 7pm.  

paper. A big THANK YOU to Mary Ordal for all her hard work! The 
plants are in full bloom and now is the time to visit.  
Old business: 
Fairgrounds update – Wednesday, May 21st from 1-4pm is the next 
Task Force meeting. John Stables will be giving a presentation on the 
Swine Barn project. Task Force may be making a decision on the 
Renaissance Faire.  
Plant Sale – Sale wrapped up quickly this year. Thank you Donna and 
the Pearson's. There are a few bags of tags left to be picked up. 
June meeting – The Wolds will be hosting this year’s garden tour and 
strawberry feed. Gardens open at 6:00 pm, meeting starts at 7:00 pm. 
Sunset Hwy planting – Arden Sheets reported that the project has 
been well received so far and we may be adding more to it in the near 
future. If you have daffodil bulbs please save your extras for the next 
planting. If you are digging your bulbs to divide July is the time for 
this. Daffodils, tulips, hyacinths, narcissus can all be used. 
Get well soon to Lucille Wold and Paul Brown. 
Thank you Colleen Hampton and Joy Russ for the refreshments. 
Meeting ended at 9:00pm 
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(Continued from page 1) 

lay on the nepeta, but did no harm.  Nepeta cataria, Cat-
nip, however, is usually torn to shreds by cats! 

I hesitated planting two larger cultivars "Six Hills Giant" 
and the curiously named "Walker's Low", because I 
thought that their vigorous growth would crowd out 
other companion plants.  However, I had a dry, sunny 
area with poor soil under the house's overhang.  "Six 
Hills Giant" has performed very well there, growing 
with minimal care, despite mole attacks.  Spreading 
about three feet wide, "Six Hills Giant" is a mound of 
blue flowers all summer.   Fastidious gardeners might 
have some difficulty deadheading it, since new growth 
continuously appears, and flops onto older stems.  
"Walker's Low" is very similar, with slightly darker 
blue-violet flowers, and perhaps is a bit more spreading.  
Neither cultivar is more than 18 inches tall in my garden. 

"Souvenir d'Andre Chaudron" (synonym "Blue Beauty") 
is classed as a N. x faassinii cultivar in Index of Garden 
Plants by Mark Griffiths.  However, its growth habits 
and flowers are quite different from the above four varie-
ties.  Bluestone Perennials, where I bought the plants, 
identifies it as a N. sibirica selection, which fits it more 
closely.  In any event, "Blue Beauty" is aptly named, 

with stems of dark blue flowers all summer long.  
The foliage is dark green, and about twice as big as 
the N. x faassinii types.  The individual flowers are 
also about twice as large, so "Blue Beauty" has 
good garden impact.  It reminds me more of its 
close relative, salvia, than of other nepetas.  Ac-
cording to Griffiths, the roots are invasive, which 
has not been the case for me.  Rather, it seems to 
send out a rhizome or two each season, which may 
or may not overwinter, which is also the case for 
the parent plant.  "Blue Beauty" seems to survive 
in the bed where it was originally planted, but not 
always in the same location!  Since it is by no 
means taking over, we'll continue to enjoy it. 

Two new additions are "Sweet Dreams", which has 
bigger leaves, and larger pink flowers, and "Kit 
Cat", which is supposed to be a short plant with 
late summer rebloom, if sheared.  Hopefully these 
will be as excellent as the other nepetas.   
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June Opportunities & Reminders 
¨ This month’s program features the Strawberry Feast at the Wold’s.  Bring a chair or table if you 

like, we will provide the strawberries.  The gardens are open at 6:00 for viewing, the club meet-
ing starts at 7:00.  

¨ Do you have any program ideas?  Please contact Tiffany (503-681-2531) if you know of some-
one interested in presenting a program. 

¨ Farmer’s market time is here.  As club members, you are afforded the opportunity to sell your 
plants and produce from the TVGC Farmer’s Market spaces.   If you need more information, 
contact a club officer or come down to the market. 

¨ Join TVGC & Master Gardeners every Tuesday at the Washington County Fairgrounds Raised 
Beds from 9 am – 11:30 am for a raised bed work party.  Contact Jerry Anderson for more infor-
mation.  �

¨ We are expecting to fill several board positions this year.  If you are interested, please contact a 
board member.�

 THE AMAZING TVGC TOOL CLOSET 
Have you wanted to try out gardening tools before you buy?  Give Jerry 

Anderson a call (503-357-2425) and make arrangements to borrow a 
tool from the Tool Closet.  Try it for a few weeks and decide if it’s 

right for you.  


