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The Beginning of Apple Growing In Honduras

By Lloyd Baron

About mid-May a rap on the door got my attentiod &lwpened it to find Chét
Thomas standing there. | hadn’t seen him in aBoyears. Chet is the man
who has charge of all the goodwill programs in toeintry of Honduras. He
handles some programs by himself and others heecatgs with Mercy Corgs
International. He was there when | went to Hondunathe 1980’s to help them
develop an apple industry in the western part efdbuntry. This was a Co-pp
undertaking.

The way Mercy Corps works is to first determine whiap or crops have tf
most potential and then over a 10-year period lgetctop growing and then
velop a marketing plan for it. Then leave the d¢ouno its own. In oth
words, teach a man how to fish and help him getdbés to do it and not jupt
give him a basket full of fish. This approach wawking pretty well. We wer|

5 years into the apple program and had 300,00% tpdented on some 5@0
farms. These farms were small with 3 acres belraytithe maximum size apd
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President: Bill Ganger, 849-7057

Vice Pres.: Tiffany Heller, 681-2531
Secretary: Missy Moore, 693-9851
Director: Jerry Maasdam, 648-7906
Director: Joy Russ, 647-9980

Director: Merrill Ludlam, 357-3518
Treasurer: Donna Medica, 647-7683
Scoop Ed: Roger Livingston, 693-8374
email — tvgc@gardener.com

This general meeting of the TuaI;I

Valley Garden Club was held
Rood Bridge Park on July 21
2008. The meeting was brou
to order by President Bill Gangy
just after 6.00 pm and 38 me
bers enjoyed spiral ham, supplied
the club, and many other dish
brought by the membership. A v
good dinner was enjoyed by all.

After dinner the minutes of the pre
ous meeting were approved and
Treasurer gave her report - $16
in the checking account a
$7,569.87 in the money market.

The various committees reported,
market is going well, downtow
beds will always need a little work|,
e. pruning and more mulch; Llo
Baron gave a report on the Rho{
dendron Garden, saying that if
are to start the next phase, sg
money will be needed, there will
more discussion on this later. H
then pointed that the Washingg
County Fair would be starting ng
week and that Jerry Maasdam woj
be a Superintendent in charge
Land Products and Joy Russ woj
be one of the Superintendents of
Floral Department.  All membe
were encouraged to enter the Fair

The President then pointed out t
the next meeting of the Club wou
be the Watermelon Feed at the hqg
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of Joy Russ in North Plains. So after a lovelgrerg in perfec
weather, the meeting was finally adjourned abod® §.m.

August 04, 2008

The meeting was brought to order at 7:00pm by Beasi Bill
Ganger.

July Board Meeting Minutes: It was moved, seconded, gnd
passed to accept the Club minutes as publishdwiS¢oop.

Treasurer’'s report: The current balance of the checking accgunt
was reported as $269.29. Money Market was reporaef
$7571.54. It was moved, seconded, and passed ¢ptattese fig
ures.

Committee Reports:

Raised Beds:The raised beds were in beautiful bloom for |the
Washington County Fair.

Saturday Market: July was a profitable month with a whole jot
of selling going on.

Rhody Garden: The Hydrangeas are in bloom and are gorgeops.

Down Town Beds:The next work party will be scheduled soon to
trim and clean up.

Old Business:As was announced in the last Scope, there wijl be
four (4) positions on the board that will need eofitled. Any ong
who is interested please contact Jerry Maasdam.

New Business:There was a motion that the club is in need pf a
back up Microphone. It was moved, seconded, angega® pur
chase a second microphone for a backup.

Some very good ideas for our general member meetirgge dis
cussed.

They are as follows:

A short 5 to 10 minute talk on specific specialtsesh as, Donnga
Medica’s specialty is Succulents; Joy Russ’ spigcia Perenni
als, etc.

Some sort of Welcoming into our club to find outeirests of ney
members and guests. This could be a telephondreail a boarg
member?

August General Membership meeting will be at JogRRhome.
Topic: Garden tour & Watermelon feed, gardens aggespm
Meeting adjourned at 8:35pm.
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(Continued from page 1)
the apple orchards running from 50 trees to 20(Q
orchard.

Then the bomb fell. Mercy Corps said sorry boys
fund raising hasn't met expectations and we witl
be able to fund the marketing phase of the apple
ject. That was when the stubbornness kicked ire
owed it to the people to complete the program i
much as they owed us for trees with no way to pa
them.

| came home and encouraged the Tualatin Valley
den club to donate $6000, Hillsboro Rotary clublde
nate $4000, and the Baker Rock people do
$25,000 toward the purchase of a bulldozer for
building. The $10,000, when changed into Lempi
about 16 to 1 US Dollar, and local volunteer lapia-

sizable apple collection and processing facilityo0
miles of road were built with the bulldozer. Nov
few years later they have a second dozer and
built a total of 200 miles of much needed roadsorf

the hills on a rainy day.

When we started the program the annual famil
come for a family of 5 or 6 would have been
$400 US dollars. Five years later the apples
were returning more than that on some farms.

The apple project seemed to be the spark thahs
off and since that time they have accomplished

houses where they can start their own plants sa
cabbage, broccoli, lettuce, tomatoes, etc.

They now have a huge building down on th

for about 100 booths when used as a farmers
It is doing well.

One of the most recent and more energetic proje
taking water 19 miles over 2 mountain ranges

vegetable crops. They can grow 3 crops of capel

tion by next year, 2009.
While Chet isn't an engineer, just a Peace C

doing a heck of a job building their water systemad

Ite. practically no idea of how to use the prody

vided the money and labor for the construction pf aj

to the road building even a mule could not navigate
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t
ous things. They have built many small plastiegr

e ngain
highway to the population centers where theredm;l)
m

trickle irrigating some 800 acres planted mostl;l to
K

year in this area. They hope to have this indpkra

worker who forgot to go home to the US of A, h¢ is

ras. He is making use of a lot of PVC pipe,
ter wheels, siphon devices etc to get the wat
go where it is needed.

In about 1990 Elsie Clausen, a Hillsboro sch
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and did | have any pictures | could show

asked if there was anything they could do to
the people of Honduras. After thinking about
suggested they might; with the help of th
mothers, aunts, grandmothers, etc.; devel
cookbook because the people in Honduras

Sarn

they were growing. The class put together a
25 apple recipes and printed them in Spa
Then they held a car wash and bought pe
corers, measuring spoons and cups to go 4

oad
a

a [the next time | took him to the school and
lha class presented him with the materials they
put together. He was impressed and told m¢

years later.

Chet also mentioned to me that a housewifq
vited him in to show him what they had accq
ond Plished. The first thing he noticed was a @
crete floor replacing the prior dirt floor. A si
on the kitchen wall with running water ang
drain to the outside for wastewater. Then a
kitchen stove with a stovepipe and dam
Then to top it all off there was a light bulb n
the ceiling and a 12-inch television sitting o
shelf near by. She told Chet that she and
il husband never dreamed they would have t
this good, and they still had some money
over to spend on other things they wanteq
needed.

It is very rewarding to see how the efforts @
few Americans; donations from two small clu
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class. |did. After viewing the pictures her S'ES
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teacher, said they were studying Central Amgrica
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with the recipes. When Chet came to Portland
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other day the cookbooks were still being usegl 20
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in Hillsboro, Oregon; a sizable donation fr
one of the major firms in Hillsboro, Oregon;

of the life of many families in the far away co
try of Honduras.

Lloyd Baron
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is looked on as a near God by most people in HonduJuly 2008
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a cook book from a primary school class in Hifls-
boro, Oregon can contribute to the improvenpent
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New Book Corner
by Judy Emerson

Hot summer afternoons have always been reading fionene. A 2007 Timber Press introduction, Theh&atic
Garden subtitled "Five Principles for Cultivating a Sensf Place”, by Claire E. Sawyers, is a very hamas|
thoughtful book. The author is a professionalibolturist, who has worked in gardens in JapangiBei, and
France. Currently she is the director of the S&dtibretum in Swarthmore, Pennsylvania. Usuallgydid gar:
den design books since many focus on lavish palplit private gardens that are well beyond our pbokét
However, when | first looked at this book, it opene two pages showcasing art by Andy Goldswonthhg uses
objects, like leaves or stones, found in nature.is-bne of my favorite contemporary artists. Tib@ry has sew
eral of his books, and the movie, "Rivers and Tidekich features his work, is now out in DVD. Arden booalt
with Andy Goldsworthy art, |1 hoped, indicated tiia¢ author might have different perspectives, tiha@nusu
"how to" books with 100 ways to: build a deck, ade, landscape a small space, and so on. Anyhiayistg
lovely book, which does have advice applicablehtoiiome landscape, and has novel approaches. Saawy¢
phasizes using local materials and plants, whesilfles and suggests making driveways, mailboxes,cdiner
outdoor objects, pleasing to look at as well astional. The last chapter features seven gargenste and pul
lic, that illustrate Sawyer's design guidelinefie Tady Bird Johnson Wildlife Center, in AustinXas, has exce)
lent demonstration gardens coupled with innovabidings, designed for the education and enjoyroéntisi-
tors. The Superstition Springs Center, a hundeeel shopping mall in Mesa, Arizona, has landscapsigg na
tive plants and thoughtful designs. There is &am's play area which has a wonderful lizardgone to climb
on. Unfortunately, this mall is the exceptiontie tisual sterile, parking-lot dominated, shoppegers.

The Authentic Gardeis an excellent, well-written book available fréime Washington County library system.
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LEFT: The
Farmer’'s Market
KAZOO Players.
RIGHT: Betty's
socks were loudey
then the KAZOO
Players.
BOTTOM:
Donna hiding be-
hind the lettuce.
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August Opportunities & Reminders

This month’s program features our annual waterméded at Joy
Russ’ garden. The garden opens at 6:00 and thengearts at
7:00. Joy’'s garden is located at 30785 NW RedhawiNorth
Plains. Carpool if you can and bring a chair tmsi Plates, forks,
and napkins provided. A Google Map link to Joydaike will be
included in the email version of the Scoop. Caif at 503-647-
9980 if you need further directions.

Do you have any program ideas? Please contaan¥iffc03-681-
2531) if you know of someone interested in presgné program.

Farmer's Market time is here. As club members, goei afforded the opportunity to sell yq

pur

plants and produce from the TVGC Farmer’'s Marketceg. If you need more informatign,

contact a club officer or come down to the market.

Join TVGC & Master Gardeners every Tuesday at tlasiwgton County Fairgrounds Rais
Beds from 9 am — 11:30 am for a raised bed workypaContact Jerry Anderson for more inf
mation.

We are expecting to fill several important boardipons this year. If you are interested, plg
contact a board member.
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Visit our website atvww.tualatinvalleygardenclub.org




