
Less toxic iron phosphate slug bait proves effective  
 CORVALLIS, Ore. – After years of studying the effects of baits on slugs for the Oregon 
grass seed industry, Oregon State University entomologist Glenn Fisher has learned a lot 
about battling the slugs.  Only two effective chemicals are licensed and formulated into slug 
and snail baits for use on home gardens and on food and seed crops in the United States, 
Fisher pointed out – metaldehyde and iron phosphate. He and his colleagues found that the 
less toxic slug baits containing iron phosphate are as effective as metaldehyde baits for con-
trolling the slugs that damage gardens & landscapes, including common gray garden slugs. 
Iron phosphate slug and snail baits, originally used in Europe, have been registered in the 
United States since 1997. Products containing iron phosphate include: "Sluggo," "Escar-
Go!" and "Worry Free" slug and snail bait. These are sold as pelleted bait, typically applied 
to the ground around plants or crops. Iron phosphate baits have proven to be relatively non-
toxic around children and pets, unlike those baits containing metaldehyde, according to the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  Metaldehyde has been an active ingredient in slug 
and snail baits since the 1930s.  
Products containing varying concentrations of metaldehyde include: "Cory's Slug and Snail 
Death", "Deadline," and "Slug-Tox." These products are sold as granules, sprays, dusts, pel-
leted grain or bait and are typically applied to the ground around plants or crops, to attract 
and kill slugs and snails.   
Classified by the EPA as a "slightly toxic compound," metaldehyde may be fatal to dogs or 

(Continued on page 2) 
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The meeting was brought to order at 
7:13pm by President Bill Ganger. 
Topic: Ed Foy & Tony Migas from Ore-
gon Mycological Society on Cultivating 
Mushrooms. 
March Membership Meeting Minutes: It 
was MS&P to accept the Club minutes as 
published in the Scoop.  
Treasurer’s report: Donna reported the 
current combined balance of checking and 
money market were reported as $8266.81. 
It was MS&P to accept this figure. 
Raised Beds: Wednesday March 19th a 
work party is scheduled to lay more 
gravel. 
Downtown Beds: Trimming to be done in 
June. Herbicide weeds when the weather 
is dry. Daffodils are in full bloom at Shute 
Rd - Helvetia Overpass on Highway 26.  
Plant Sale: 4 x 9 sign will be put up the 
weekend before our sale.  Business cards 
will be available to hand out at next meet-
ing. 
Saturday Market: Scale has been cali-
brated. 
Rhody Garden: 15 People from the Rotary 
Club planted 120+ plants. More planting 
scheduled for the 28th of March.   
Old Business: The budget was moved, 
seconded, and passed to accept as pre-
sented on a very nice spreadsheet done by 
our Treasurer Donna Medica. 
Plant sale is the topic of our April member 
meeting.  Boxes for the sale will be picked 
up at this meeting. The TVGC scholarship 
was awarded to Stephanie Barker.  
New Business: No new business at this 
time. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:44pm. 
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Officers 
President: Bill Ganger, 849-7057 
Vice Pres.: Tiffany Heller, 681-2531 
Secretary: Missy Moore,  693-9851 
Director: Jerry Maasdam, 648-7906 
Director: Joy Russ, 647-9980 
Director: Merrill Ludlam, 357-3518  
Treasurer: Donna Medica, 647-7683 
Scoop Ed: Roger Livingston, 693-8374 
email – tvgc@gardener.com 
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other pets if eaten. The death of birds feeding in metaldehyde-treated areas 
has been reported in the scientific literature. These deaths were from the 
birds eating the slug bait, not dead slugs.  The 4 percent pelleted metalde-
hyde bait, a concentration commonly sold to home gardeners, is reported to 
be toxic to wildlife, according to the EPA. 
Gardeners who are frustrated with battling slugs need to remember that pest 
control using baits is very different from using an herbicide or insecticide. 
"With baits, the slugs must actively encounter and ingest the bait for it to 
work," said Fisher. "Since more than 90 percent of the slugs are under-
ground at any one time, total eradication is impossible.  "Even when 'good 
control' is achieved with only a single baiting, only about 60 percent of a 
given slug population is destroyed," he said. "This may suffice to protect the 
crop or garden, but often allows the population to recover over time."  A 
crop or vegetable garden is at its greatest risk of slug damage when plants 
are young. It is best to bait at planting time or at seeding.  
“Gray garden slugs will even feed in the furrow on some vegetable seeds, as 
well as the seedlings before they emerge from the soil," said Fisher. "If you 
wait until your vegetables or flowers get big, the slugs are less likely to 
come down off their plant food sources to consume bait, and the plants may 
have already sustained damage.” 
By baiting just before seeding, your slug bait will be the major food on the 
soil surface, so slugs won't be attracted away from the bait by foliage from 
plants, said Fisher. 
Cereal-based "mini-pellet" metaldehyde or flour-based iron phosphate baits 
such as "Sluggo" give the best performance record in western Oregon's 
rainy weather. The "tastier" the bait, the better the kill rate. In other words, 

(Continued on page 7) 

April Board Meeting Minutes 
The meeting was brought to order at 7:10 pm by President Bill Ganger. 
March Board Meeting Minutes: It was moved, seconded, and passed to ac-
cept the Club minutes as published in the Scoop.  
Treasurer’s report: The current balance of the checking account was re-
ported as $5715.10. It was MS&P to accept this figure. 
Raised Beds: Gravel has been spread with more to do.  
Tool Shed: Gravel has been spread around the tool shed. 
Plant Sale: Business cards are now available. 
Saturday Market: No new news 
Rhody Garden: On March 31st 50 plants were planted.   
Old Business- Fairgrounds: No new news.  Plants Sale is the topic for the 
April Member meeting. 750 boxes are needed for the sale as well as wheel 
barrows and wagons, but please put your name on yours so they can be 
returned to you.  
New Business: Budget Quarter report:  It was moved, seconded, and passed 
to accept the report as presented.  
May meeting topic: Jim Meierotto from Tualatin Valley Water District on 
Water conservation in the yard & garden. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:58pm. 
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cereal-based baits generally attract and kill more slugs than non-
cereal-based baits, such as liquid slug baits. 
Liquid slug bait, registered for ornamental use only, is metaldehyde in 
a paste form that is diluted with water and applied as a spray to leaves 
of landscape plants. It is most effective on young, small slugs as they 
are reluctant to search far from plants for baits. 
For vegetable and fruit plants, pellet baiting is recommended. When 
baiting food gardens for slugs, apply baits at a density of about four to 
eight pellets per square foot of soil surface. Pick a time when daytime 
temperatures will be at least 50 degrees, with night temperatures not 
below 42 degrees. If the soil is not wet, sprinkle it with water just be-
fore applying the bait to make it more hospitable for slugs to come to 
the soil surface where the bait is. 
Don't forget to bait in the spring and the fall. Autumn is an important 
time to keep controlling slugs because you can kill many of them be-
fore they lay eggs. But wait for the mornings to get damp, so the slugs 
will come out of their underground hiding places. Fisher recommends 
applying additional bait once more a little later in the fall to kill those 
little ones that just hatched.  Remove yard and garden debris, leaf litter 
and other excess vegetation, as these all prove to be refuges for slugs. 
Rototilling the soil prior to planting a vegetable garden is an excellent 
way to reduce slug populations, said Fisher. The mechanical tilling 
action crushes slugs and their eggs and disrupts the cracks and worm 
holes they travel in.When using baits, follow all label instructions and 
heed all label warnings. Don't allow baits to contaminate the edible 
portions of plants. 

ABOVE:  One club member was overheard saying 
that the raised bed paths were too nice to walk on.  
Walk On Bob!  Check out the shed to his left. 
BELOW: 1st Annual Scholarship award winner 
Stephanie Barker w/Tiffany and Bill. 
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April Opportunities & Reminders 
�     General membership meeting, Monday April 21st:  Annual Plant Sale Preparation Meeting 

�     Tiffany has the volunteer shifts ready for Cashiers & Tag pullers.  Some shifts run over what our "open" hours are.  
She did that on purpose -we always have shoppers that are early or late and often she is one of the few left to help 
them.  So this year she ran some shifts over to help cover that time period. Please plan to show up at least 10 minutes 
before your shift unless you are doing the first shift of the day, then you can show up at the time noted. 

If you have never cashiered or pulled tags before please let her know BEFORE plant sale weekend. It is not a difficult 
task.  She needs to go over the procedure so that you are comfortable when it's time for your shift. Please DO NOT wait 
‘til right before your shift - it is often too busy for her to give you adequate instructions. 

Let her know your shift choice as soon as possible. Shifts are given on a first come basis so a 1st & 2nd choice is good. 
Please make sure you give her a contact number as well, in case she needs to reach you prior to the sale. 

Saturday: Open 8:30 - 5:00pm                 Sunday: Open 10:00 - 4:00 pm 
Cashier 8:00 - 11:30 am                            Cashier 9:30 - 11:30 am 
Tag puller -same shift                                Tag puller - same shift 

Cashier 11:30 - 2:30                                  Cashier 11:30 - 1:30 pm 
Tag puller -same shift                                Tag puller - same shift 

Cashier 2:30 - 5:30                                    Cashier 1:30 - 4:30 pm 
Tag puller - same shift                               Tag puller - same shift 

If you would prefer to volunteer at one of the gates, sorting tags, or one of the other jobs please let me know and I will 
pass your name & info onto Dave Russell who is scheduling other volunteer areas. Shifts for these areas may be differ-
ent than those above.  Thanks, Tiffany 

�     Now is the time to start saving boxes for the plant  sale.   

· Refreshments this month:  Dee Stone, Joy Russ, Bob Dow 

· Don’t miss the OPB Special April 22nd, 8PM - THE SILENT INVASION  about invasive species in Oregon 


