
Weed of the Month 
Little Western Bitter-Cress 

by Judy Emerson 
Little Western Bitter-Cress (Cardamine oligosperma), a.k.a. Few-Seeded Bitter Cress, ger-
minates when the soil warms up a bit in late winter.  Hopefully, I have correctly identified 
the weed that some of us call "Spit Weed" or "Pop Weed" or that grrr#@&bl%@!! thing 
that spits seeds all over when we try to pull it out.  There are several closely related Bitter-
Cresses, some rhizomatous, some preferring marshy conditions.  All are in the mustard 
family, and have tiny, white flowers with four petals typical of crucifers.  Little Western 
Bitter-Cress is one of the few native plants that are weeds in cultivated gardens, since most 
pesty plants originate in Eurasia.  C. oligosperma is about six inches tall or less, bright, al-
most shiny green when young, with a shallow taproot, and an amazing capacity to flower 
and set seeds, even when very teeny-tiny.  Its basal and stem leaves are lyrate, which is a 
fancy and short way of saying that its leaves are deeply divided with opposite paired lobes 
and a larger lobe at the end.   

(Continued on page 7) 
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Judy Emerson 
Glenda Patty 

Rose Coussens 
Lloyd Baron 
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March 19, 2007 
The TVGC meeting was brought to or-
der at 7:10 p.m. by president, Bill 
Ganger. The minutes were approved as 
printed in the Scoop. Treasurer’s re-
port: Checking - $1,019; Savings - 
$8811.47. Treasurer’s report accepted as 
reported.  Committee Reports: Down-
town Beds – Looking good but weeds 
are starting.  Raised Beds – Still wet.  
Need to replace the faucet and need to 
check all faucets.  Plant Sale – Commit-
tee meeting Tues., March 20, 11:30 at 
the Dragon Fountain Restaurant.  We 
need extra people for set up on Thurs-
day, and for unloading plants on Friday. 
The committee is hoping that everyone 
will help in some way at the sale.   
There are green cards and posters to 
hand out to publicize the sale. Pick up 
yours to hand out. Saturday Market – 
Starts the same day as the plant sale 
(first weekend in May.)  Rhody Gar-
den – The rhodies and companion plant-
ings are blooming. Be sure to visit the 
garden soon. Old Business: The budget 
for 2007 was approved.  It was MSP to 
accept it as presented.  Fairgrounds re-
port:  Not much new to report from the 
county commissioners.  More news 
should be available in a few weeks.  The 
meeting was paused for refreshments.  
The plant propagation portion of the 
meeting was very informative.  Thanks 
to those who presented the “How to” 
sessions including seeding, cuttings, di-
visions, etc. At 8:30 p.m. door prizes 
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Officers 
President: Bill Ganger, 849-7057 
Vice Pres.: Tiffany Heller, 681-2531 
Treasurer: Cindy Scott, 330-6547  
Secretary: Glenda Patty,  648-9032 
Director: Jerry Maasdam, 648-7906 
Director: Joy Russ, 647-9980 
Director: Carol James, 628-2758 
Director: Lena Wong, 648-7362 
Director: Donna Medica, 647-7683 
Scoop Ed: Roger Livingston, 693-8374 
email –tvgc@gardener.com 
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April 2, 2007 
The TVGC Board meeting was brought to order at 7:30 p.m. by presi-
dent, Bill Ganger at the home of Tiffany Heller. The minutes were ac-
cepted as presented in the Scoop.  Treasurer’s report – the same as pre-
sented last month.  Committee reports: Rhodie Garden – Arden, 
Lloyd, and Gerry Maasdam worked in the rhodie garden last week, mov-
ing plants and planting new ones.  Plant Sale – Coming together well.  
Saturday Market – There will be an Open House at the new Saturday 
Market office. It will be held on April 4, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. They will an-
swer questions regarding the upcoming market.  We will certify the 
scales at that time.  Greenhouse – The swamp cooler is not working.  
The switch was not turned correctly.  The walls of the greenhouse need 
the algae washed off.  Downtown beds – Arden has been working on the 
weeds.  The beds are looking good.  New Business: Plant Sale – We 
have the possibility of getting a credit card machine so credit cards can 
be used at the plant sale and possibly the Saturday Market.  This was re-
searched thoroughly by Tiffany Heller and was presented at the Board 
meeting.  The motion was made that Tiffany works with the company, 
Total Merchant Concepts, Inc. (TMC) to establish credit card processing 
for the TVGC.  This motion was MSP with a majority vote.  A second 
motion was made to authorize Tiffany Heller to purchase a credit card 
processing machine with the cost not to exceed $450.  This was MSP. 
Also presented under new business, a website has been created for the 
Tualatin Valley Garden Club by Tiffany.  A motion was made and sec-
onded to accept the various fees for such website.  This will be approxi-
mately $76 per year.  The website name will be tualatinvalleygarden 
club.org  and will contain information about the garden club, its bylaws, 
upcoming events, and other information about the club. Another motion 
was MSP to contact the Hillsboro Argus regarding our meeting dates and 
new website address.  Under other business, the Strawberry Festival will 
be at the Sheets’ home this year.  The Watermelon Feed will be at the 
Wold’s home.  A round of applause was given to Tiffany for all her hard 
work.  The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.  Minutes submitted by 
Glenda Patty, secretary. 

were drawn and the meeting was adjourned.  Minutes submitted by 
Glenda Patty, secretary.  

Rhody Garden Update 
This nice Spring weather of the last few weeks has brought out the rho-
dys like gang busters and this has brought out a lot of people to look. In 
fact I have had one tour of 14 people already and two more lined up over 
the next two months. 

 While on the tour April 5 I noticed that the newest addition to the gar-
den, the two BLUE BARON that my son sent me, were in full bloom 
and they are about the bluest blue that I have seen These were found at a 
nursery in Mass. They were shipped by Federal Express and they came 

(Continued on page 7) 
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(Continued from page 2) 

through in seven days in very good condition. If you 
want to see them they are planted in bed F 

 I also noticed while touring the garden that weeds 
are getting a good start in some beds with some 
weeds already going to seed..  I know the excuse is 
that with the sale coming up there is no time to weed 
rhodys, but I do not believe that. Some of our busiest 
gardeners are  keeping their assigned beds very clean 
and are to be commended.  Those that are doing the 
best job tell me they go to the garden often on their 
way to or from somewhere else and in a few minutes 
can whip it into good shape.  On the other hand if 
you wait too long there will be a lot more weeds 
with many of them having gone to seed so the job 
gets bigger each time you go.  Perhaps Jerry Ander-
son has a tool in his tool chest that will make the job 
easier.  I might also suggest that if you go out to look 
at the Blue Baron take a hoe along and chop out a 
dozen or so weeds while you are there. We should 
make every effort to keep the garden spic and span, 
especially while so many people are inspecting the 
garden closely.  Think about what kind of an opinion 
people will have of how our club does things.  

Lloyd Baron 

(Continued from page 1) 

This weed is a cool weather germinator, and is most abundant 
in March and April.  It is very easy to pull, which should be 
done when it is still young and succulent.  However, it has a 
strong tendency to be numerous and multiply, and the devoted 
gardener must be careful to check everywhere, as C. oli-
gosperma is very crafty at hiding in small cracks and around 
other plants.  Once the seeds mature, the slightest touch will 
spray them everywhere, including in the eyes.  I shudder to 
think what a "Many-Seeded Bitter-Cress" would be like, since 
the "Few-Seeded" variety seems very prolific already! 

The good news is that once the weather warms, and the soil 
dries out, C. oligosperma seems to fade away.  Also, deer occa-
sionally snack on it as will other grazers like sheep, but this 
seems to be an unreliable way of weeding, unless you wish to 
get rid of your garden as well.  The best means of control are 
early, thorough weeding before the seeds ripen, and mulching 
your garden beds. 

Such a small plant, and such a long discussion!  However, C. 
oligosperma is an excellent colonizer of bare ground, and can 
carpet a bed in early spring.  One's trowel must boldly go where 
no weeds are wanted anymore.  

Editors Note: This article first appeared in the April 2000 Scoop 
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April Opportunities & Reminders 
 

¨ This months club meeting features our annual plant sale preparation meeting.   

¨ Membership dues are due.  Dues this year will be $11.00 single and $15.00 per couple.  Please mark off 
if you are a New or Returning member.  If you are over 80, the scoop is free but please return the club 
questionnaire.  

¨ If you know of some one in our club who has been ill or has lost a loved one or just needs a “Thinking of 
you” card and needs to be remembered by our TVGC please see Glenda at the meeting or call 503-648-
9032 and leave a message.  Be sure to include the name and complete address of the recipient (and YOUR 
name and number.)  Thanks for your help.  Glenda Patty 

¨ Greenhouse spaces are available.  If you are interested in renting a greenhouse space for $10.00 a year, 
contact Colleen Hampton at 503-640-1193 for more information. 

¨ May 5th & 6th, TVGC Annual Plant Sale. 

¨ Refreshments this month:  Ginny Mapes, Connie Sheets & Nelda Brown 

 THE AMAZING TVGC TOOL CLOSET 
Have you wanted to try out gardening tools before you buy?  Give Jerry 

Anderson a call (503-357-2425) and make arrangements to borrow a tool from 
the Tool Closet.  Try it for a couple of weeks and decide if it’s right for you.  


