Calendar of Events
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Come and enjoy a discussion of Garden Tool Selection and Care fraaR-
perts. Bob Denman of Red Pig Tools in Boring Oregon will be presgtitis
months program. Bob is the only blacksmith in the United Statesmbpeg in
hand forged garden tools for home gardeners, nurserymen, landscapy
farmers. See inside the scoop for more about Red Pig Tools.
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Rhody Garden Update

By Lloyd Baron
Now that the "holly daze" are over - the "nog" edjents pretty well used up - t
Christmas presents have all been exchanged fortkomgeyou really want - th
greeting cards have all been read a couple timdspah away- the New ye
resolutions have been finalized and the seed cata®are beginning to pile
we can get on with our garden planning for the y@ar

At the Rhody garden that means we will need tordllea fallen limbs so we ca
see the ground in order to tell what needs to beedimd we will probably log
around to see if there is any color showing oneidwdy blooming plants. The fir
year after our first planting we saw color on Jaguband there was some ev
day until August 5. However the weather will haviot to do with how well thi
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early bloom comes along. Now we have 5 years drammtsome plants and o\jer

50 buds to the plant so we can look forward to iy weteresting bloom seasdg
This prospect along with the companion plants wmidlke it necessary to visit t

garden early and often if you want to get the hdhefit of what is there to s¢
(Continued on page 3
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Officers Tomato-Lentil Soup

President: Bill Ganger, 849-7057
Vice Pres.: Tiffany Heller, 681-2531 (aka Power-Outage Soup)

Treasurer: Cindy Scott, 330-6547 by Judy Emerson
Secretary: Glenda Patty, 648-9032 3/4 cup lentils (see note)

Director: Jerry Maasdam, 648-7906 1 quart chopped fresh tomatoes, or 1 large cam£2@omatoes
Director: Joy Russ, 647-9980 2 cups water

Director: Carol James, 628-2758 .
Director: Lena Wong, 648-7362 chopped fresh parsley, to taste (sub. dried)

Scoop Ed: Roger Livingston, 693-837j 2 cups carrots, cut into chun_ks :
email —tvgc@gardener.com 1 large potato, peeled and diced (optional)

1 cup chopped onion (Nancy may omit)
1 TBS. chopped garlic

1 scant tsp. salt, or to taste

1/2 scant tsp. ground pepper, or to taste

December 18, 2006 1 TBS. olive ail

The TVGC was brought to order a Heat the olive oil in a large, heavy saucepot. Adibns and garliq,

p.m. A potluck was enjoyed by and sauté, covered, until they are transparent tAd water, lentilg,

At 7:20 p.m. Arden Sheets prese and tomatoes. While these ingredients are heagmgrepare the

a great slide show about his boat t parsley, carrots, and potato. Add the rest ovdggies, and the sef-
around Lake Michigan. It began sonings. Bring to a boil, then reduce heat so togered pot wil
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Michigan and ended in Wiscons slowly simmer. Cook for an hour or so, or untihties and veggie
What a great tour! Thanks, Ardg are tender, and flavors well blended.

for your usual great presentation. With our wonderful veggie garden, we still havesfrecarrots anpl

was MSP to suspend tonight’s by edible rooted parsley that can be pulled. At thg Eomplex demf

ness meeting. Door prizes w] onstration beds, | grew some "Longkeeper" tomatedsch are
t

drawn. Those participating in very well named. We still have many pounds of tHeft Any-
Christmas Gift Exchange ope way, our road has a history of power-outages, getlantsy ever
their gifts. Meeting was adjourng time we have wind or snow. With our propane stoveare able tp
Minutes submitted by Glenda Paf] ] cook meals, if we've planned well enough to havéewand non
Secretary. perishable ingredients available, when the elattris out. If you]
are not cooking this soup during a power-outagd,alow yourself
to open the refrigerator, other veggies like slicadshrooms oy
diced celery can be added, as you prefer.

Note: | recently tried a new type of lentil, whitlbought at Sherg
dan Fruit. This lentil is small, and colored blestkgreen. It cookl
quickly, fading to the usual brownish color, ands hea very nic¢
taste. Other bulk food stores probably carryoib, t

Second Note: This recipe appeared in the Decemb288
"Compost Scoop” when Nancy Stober was its edit®he dislikeq
onions, unless they are well cooked and not obvioAfter the re;
cent power outage, which for us lasted three datymught that thi
recipe should be reprinted. Another addition te soup would b
the juice of one lemon (1/4 cup), which would erdeathe flavor.

Last summer's home vegetable garden included Baolznmots, Ev

ergreen White Bunching scallions, and a lavendaiet heirloon

You can drive out nature with a pitdh- | leek whose name | can't recall. The leek self-sand we've had

fork, but she keeps on coming bacf. |for years. These are currently over-wintering, awdilable fof
HORACE fresh additions to recipes.

~

January 1, 2007
The TVGC Board meeting was cdn-
celed tonight due to the holiday.
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(Continued from page 1)
You might also want to encourage your friends agigmborg
to visit the garden or better yet take them withu.ydVe
would like to have as many people as possible becawarg
that there is a Rhody garden in Hillsboro and thatRhody
is the official flower of Hillsboro.

Phase IV will be built this year and even thoughloesn'
look like it yet plans are going forward. I'll bbla to tell youy
more after our committee meets Jan. 16th to getldhe
down and to do what we can to hurry the plans alégut
all 1 can say right now for certain is that theeke will be
shut off for an indefinite period to dry up the lewpond
which has to be reconstructed as part of the projec

If we are to have increased garden visitation yeiar and

feel certain we will it behooves us to keep it lowkits best
In this regard | hope that those of you who adoptéad las
year plan to continue for another year. As a remirahd aig
I will have lists of the beds showing which onesiyare as
signed to and maps showing where they are locateste is
one bed still unassigned which | hope can be taleza off
Monday night.

Lastly, please remember that this is the Gardebscgarderl
that we all agreed to before we started the projetite yea
2000 so if any of you have any questions, suggestioor
want to participate in any way, get in touch witheoof thg

Bob Dow, Bill Ganger, Ron Mapes and of course Margal
is the project leader. See you Monday

How to Winterize Your Concrete Garden Art

By Carol Savonen Source: Amy Jo Detweliler

REDMOND, Ore. — Changing winter weather can dan
concrete garden art and birdbaths. Rapid changesripera
ture and humidity cause the concrete to expanctanttact -
and this can lead to cracking. Here are a fewttigselp pro;
tect your favorite garden art from damage this @nnt

For birdbaths: Turn the bowl! upside-down on thegs¢al td
prevent water from collecting and freezing. Or hase 3
birdbath heater from a local wild bird-feeding st@nd pro
vide our feathered friends with water throughoet Winter.

For fountains and other water features: If yourntain is
easy to move, store it indoors for the wintert lisitoo large
or awkward and must remain outside, do not alloew#o
collect and freeze in the shell or bowl, or therfain to sit in§
a pool of ice. The best way to prevent ice fromeming in
water features is to invert and cover them. If biosvls arg
left exposed to icy conditions, they may shale aratk dug

following committee members: Lloyd Baron, Paul Broy
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ing along the concrete surface.

If possible, remove the pump and statue
of your fountain and store indoors. Next, t
the bowl upside down on the pedestal. If

can’t invert your fountain bowl, fill the bowl

to the force of water solidifying and expatld-
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or shell with an absorbent material such

fountain with heavy duty plastic and anch
with twine. The burlap will absorb any ¢
densation that may form throughout the w
ter. Styrofoam-core fountains should be f
tected in the same manner.

during the winter, but you can extend the
of your statue by either storing it inside
covering it with plastic.

apply to concrete planters as listed abovs
fountains. Make sure they are drained of
ter to prevent cracking or store inside.

COLD WEATHER
Submitted By: Rose Coussens
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JANUARY MITTENS PLOWS
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burlap bags or blankets. Then cover the ejvtire
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For statuary: Most statues can remain outgide
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For concrete planters: The same principles
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Bob Denman is a tool designer and blacksmiththa} its offerings in the early 2000’s.

specializes in garden hand tools as well as an irjver
tor, writer and purveyor of fine implements. Dgn-
man and his wife Rita are the proprietors of RedIPig
Garden Tools, which produces hand-forged imple{
ments for home gardeners, nursery professiopals
landscapers and farmers. They are the only bjack
smith in the United States specializing in hgnd
forged garden tools for home gardeners, nurder
men, landscapers, and farmers. Inventions by Pper
man include forged, solid socket trench cleanjou
shovels with flat bottoms and turned-up side
combination diamond file, screw driver and m
wrench for tool maintenance, an improved

weeder and a line of hand tools with screw-on
dles.
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Formerly, Bob was a product development congult;
ant to Corona Clipper Company, America’s leading
manufacturer of professional pruning tools. He pro-

vided specifications, conceptual designs, figld-

testing and evaluation for Corona’s new gener
of hand shears, loppers and hedge shears. He

| forks, root hooks; cradle forks for overhead pi
9ing; mangel cutters; weed spuds; wood tine r

range of garden, landscape, agricultural and fon-
struction hand tools when the company expanded

‘Red Pig Garden Tools operates out of a two {
barn that Bob built out of lumber from two 1(
year old Oregon barns. The store is fantastic- if
summer it's cool and bright, and in the winter
‘can warm your feet at the pot belly stove. They
[fer more than 1000 items at the store, and ha
least 20 different patterns of hoes; steel rakes fang-
ing from 6 tines to 24 tines; one to five-tine cultiya-

[tors; ball weeders; hand ploughs; rock picjicng

tory
0_
the
/ou
of-
e at

h-
kes;
hot bed weeders and hundreds of other unigye or

rare implements.

They also offer sharpening of non-power prur
and other edged tools, re-handling, restoration
pair and custom tool making.
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If you're in the area, stop on by and talk tools
12040 SE Revenue Road Boring, OR 97009.
more information visit their website at ww
beedpigtools.com.

a critical role in developing Corona’s complgte
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January Opportunities & Reminders

The January program features Bob Denman of Red Pig Tools. Bdiewdlscussing garden tool selpc-

tion and care. Bob operates the only blacksmith in the United Siaeglizing in hand forged garden

tools for home gardeners, nurserymen, landscapers, and farmers.

Membership dues can be paid in_January Dues this year will be $11.00 single and $15.00 per couple.
In this month’s scoop is a club membership application that shouttngeny each members dues] It

will be used to keep member data current and help with club &diviPlease mark off if you are a N
or Returning member. If you are over 80, the scoop is free but please return the diobmpies.

EW

Greenhouse spaces are available. If you are interested ingrangreenhouse space for $10.00 a year,

contact Colleen Hampton at 503-640-1193 for more information.

February Garden Shows: February 21-25th, Portland Home & Garden BkpovCenter. February 2
25th, Yard Garden & Patio Show, Oregon Convention Center.

May 5th & 6th, TVGC Annual Plant Sale.

THE AMAZING TVGC TOOL CLOSET
Have you wanted to try out gardening tools before you buy? Jeng
Anderson a call at 503-357-2425 and make arrangements to borrow 3
from the Tool Closet. Try it for a couple of weeks and deiids right for
you.
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