
Helping Nature Heal, or Unexpected Rewards 
by Judy Emerson 

A continuing project that our family has undertaken is the removal of 
invasive plants and the replanting of native species.  Often, restoration 
is frustrating, as Himalyan Blackberry (Rubus discolor), Common 
Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), Scotch Broom (Cytisus scoparius), 
and thistles (Cirsium sp.) reappear from bird planted or long-buried 
seeds.  Last winter, Jim and I cleared Himalyan Blackberries from wet 
ground at the base of a hill.  A spring follows the hill edge where it 
flattens out into a glade.  Anyway, it's a very damp place which 
proved hospitable to the native willows, Red-osier Dogwood (Cornus 
stolonifera), Red Alders (Alnus rubra), and Western Redcedars (Thuja 
plicata) that we planted there.  In late spring, while inspecting the new 

(Continued on page 2) 
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New Dimension Seed ® is a line of high quality Asian vegetable seeds and reci-
pes. Founder Sue Berge developed the unique seed line after many tests and tri-
als on carefully selected Chinese vegetable seeds. The result is a collection of 
Asian vegetable seeds that are fast maturing and easy to grow.  Specially created 
recipes using commonly available ingredients and familiar cooking methods 
demonstrate how to integrate these wonderful vegetables into people's daily diet. 
Each brightly illustrated, moisture resistant seed packet contains detailed in-
structions on how to grow, harvest and enjoy these vegetables.  Seeds will be 
available @ discount to members.  Website: www.newdimensionseed.com 
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Judy Emerson 
Glenda Patty 

Rose Coussens 
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January 15, 2007 
The TVGC meeting was opened at 7 p.
m. with the program given by Bob Den-
man, proprietor of Red Pig Garden 
Tools located in Boring, Oregon.  The 
program included how to sharpen and 
care for tools, tools that fit you, the right 
tool for the job, and much more. Great 
job!  After a break for coffee and cook-
ies, the meeting was brought back to or-
der at 9 p.m. by President Bill Ganger.  
The minutes of December were 
amended as follows: “Arden Sheets pre-
sented a great slide show about his 
coach tour around Lake Michigan.  It 
began and ended in Wisconsin.”   Min-
utes were otherwise accepted as printed 
in the Scoop.  A motion was made to 
give $500 toward books for the Wash-
ington County Library.  Colleen will 
contact them to see which books are 
needed. Committee reports: - Down-
town Beds: Looking pretty good. 
Raised Beds – Still under water.  The 
Board approved $150 toward a sump 
pump (1/2 of cost, the other half to be 
paid by the W.C. Master Gardeners) to 
help drain the water off of the beds.  
Pruning Demonstration – We still 
need presenters for the Pruning Demon-
stration to be held on Saturday, February 
17 at the Wold’s.  Plant Sale – The 
plant sale will be held at the Fair Com-
plex again this year.  Rhody Garden – 
Lloyd Baron said that “it looks like a 
good bloom” for this year.  Lloyd still 
has one bed not assigned.  If you are in-
terested in caring for a bed at the rhodie 
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Officers 
President: Bill Ganger, 849-7057 
Vice Pres.: Tiffany Heller, 681-2531 
Treasurer: Cindy Scott, 330-6547  
Secretary: Glenda Patty,  648-9032 
Director: Jerry Maasdam, 648-7906 
Director: Joy Russ, 647-9980 
Director: Carol James, 628-2758 
Director: Lena Wong, 648-7362 
Scoop Ed: Roger Livingston, 693-8374 
email –tvgc@gardener.com 
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February 5, 2007 
The TVGC Board meeting was brought to order at 7:05 p.m. by Presi-
dent Bill Ganger. The December minutes were read and accepted.  No 
treasurer’s report was given.  Committee Reports: Downtown beds – 
They were to be sprayed and some need pruning.  Raised Beds – The 
ground is still soft in part because of a water leak. The leak has since 
been stopped.  Greenhouse – The heater quit working.  Bill Ganger re-
placed it with a new heater and did other repairs.  Plant Sale – A steer-
ing committee meeting was held on Thursday, February 1.  The plant 
sale will be at the fair grounds this year. We will be asking some of the 
garden clubs in the area to participate with us. Rhody Garden – We will 
be having a work party in March.  We need at least 15 people to partici-
pate in pulling weeds and doing some planting.  The City will be doing 
more new construction to add to the Park and will be rebuilding the 
pond.  Saturday Market – The Market will be starting the first weekend 
in May and will go through the second Saturday of December.  The 
TVGC will not participate in the market after the end of October.  Old 
Business – We still need to install officers at the next club meeting. 
Pruning Demonstration – The annual pruning demo will be SATUR-
DAY, FEBRUARY 17, beginning at 10 a.m. at the Wold’s.  Fair 
grounds update – Bill gave us an update on the happenings at the fair 
grounds. Budget – The Board went over the budget and proposed a new 
budget for 2007.  It was discussed and approved by the Board as 
amended. It must still be approved by the Membership at a later date.  
Speaker for February – will be Sue Berge from “New Dimension 
Seeds” on imported seeds.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  
Minutes submitted by Glenda Patty, secretary. 

(Continued from page 1) 

shrubs and trees, and telling them to GROW, I discovered that a large patch 
of yellow wildflowers had colonized the wet flat spot.  After some excited 
searching in Plants of the Pacific Northwest Coast by Jim Pojar and Andy 
MacKinnon, the wildflowers proved to be Yellow Monkey-flower, Mimu-
lus guttatus.  Furthermore, after showing off the "new" wildflowers to a 
friend, she discovered another patch on the opposite side of the glade near a 
larger stream.  I had cut, but not dug out, the blackberries in this patch as 
there were Scouring-rush (Equisetum hyemale) growing that I didn't fancy 
disturbing.  Our son, Ben, helped me plant several Redcedars, which are do-
ing well.  Aside from cutting back the blackberries every winter, it is an area 
we've ignored.  Well, that's obvious, since we didn't notice tall, bright yel-
low wildflowers until my observant friend saw them! 

(Continued on page 3) 

garden, contact Lloyd. Fair ground report – Bill named the new fair 
board members.  Other fair board business was discussed.  Officers will 
be installed at the next meeting.  There was a drawing for door prizes 
and the meeting was adjourned.  Minutes submitted by Glenda Patty, 
secretary. 
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C S A L M O N T X T S C W 
W A W S Y E U S P O H C A 
R S R M C O A O L S O L L 
N E S R R O F T P C R Y S 
R O D T O T N A L P G G E 
O T F N Q T G E T O N D L 
C A R O U H S W S I A T O 
H M U O E O I O D M U F C 
I O I T T S L D U N A A D 
C T T U T O U F A P K A R 
K I A S E P I O M E L E T 
E C U A S E L P P A R T V 
N N W Y B E A N S C O B T 

APPLESAUCE  BEANS       BREAD 
CAKE        CARROTS     CHICKEN 
CHOP SUEY   COLESLAW    CORN 
CROQUETTES  EGGPLANT    FLOUNDER 
FRUIT       MEATLOAF    OMELET 
PUDDING     SALAD       SALMON 
SCONES      SOUP        SPAGHETTI 
TOMATOES    TROUT       TUNA 
TWISTS 

BUFFET LUNCHEON 
Submitted By: Rose Coussens 

(Continued from page 2) 

I'd tried growing this mimulus, unsuccessfully, in the garden.  We 
had seen it growing wild on coastal cliff-faces, where it colonized 
seeps.  There M. guttatus was only a few inches tall, in contrast to 
the two foot tall plants growing here.  According to Pojar and 
MacKinnon, this is a variable plant: "annual from fibrous roots or 
perennial from creeping stolons or rhizomes or rooting from stem 
nodes; stems leafy, erect or trailing, simple or branched, 10 to 80 cm 
tall, sometimes small and dwarfed."  Clearly, M. guttatus requires 
moisture, growing on "wet ledges, crevices, weeping rock faces, 
seepage areas, along streams, near springs, on gravel bars, [and] in 
wet ditches and clearings."   Pojar and MacKinnon conclude by not-
ing that M. guttatus is common, growing from sea-level to high-
mountain elevations.   

Perhaps Yellow Monkey-flower is common on bare, weeping cliffs 
at Cape Blanco, which was not covered with invasive plants.  How-
ever, our neighborhood is overrun by non-native grasses, weeds, 
vines, shrubs, and trees.  Where did this dainty mimulus come from?   
We have never seen it locally before.  Perhaps, we don't get out 
enough at the proper time, and in the right places, to observe it.  Like 
many other native wildflowers, it seems to bloom briefly and then 
go dormant.  Maybe, the seeds had lain there for years waiting for 
favorable conditions to reoccur.  Hopefully, we can keep the inva-
sives in check, and continue to be favored each spring by the cheer-
ful blooms of Mimulus guttatus! 
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February Opportunities & Reminders 
 

¨ The February program features Sue Berge of New Dimension Seed.  Sue will be presenting her line of high quality 
Asian vegetable seeds and recipes.  Seeds will be available to club members at a discount. 

¨ PROPAGATION EXPERTS WANTED:  We need members to share their propagation expertise for the March 
meeting.  If you are interested in presenting or know someone who is, contact Tiffany Heller, 503-681-2531. 

¨ Pruning Demonstration, Saturday, February 17th, 9am to Noon, 8580 SW Wold Drive, Aloha.  Take Farmington 
Road to SW Grabhorn Road.  Follow Grabhorn Road past the Jenkins Estate to SW Wold Drive.  Signs will be 
posted and volunteers will help park.  Please consider car pooling. 

¨ Membership dues are due.  The club questionnaire is in last months scoop.  Dues this year will be $11.00 single 
and $15.00 per couple.  Please mark off if you are a New or Returning member.  If you are over 80, the scoop is 
free but please return the club questionnaire.  

¨ If you know of some one in our club who has been ill or has lost a loved one or just needs a “Thinking of you” card 
and needs to be remembered by our TVGC please see Glenda at the meeting or call 503-648-9032 and leave a mes-
sage.  Be sure to include the name and complete address of the recipient (and YOUR name and number.)  Thanks 
for your help.  Glenda Patty 

¨ Greenhouse spaces are available.  If you are interested in renting a greenhouse space for $10.00 a year, contact Col-
leen Hampton at 503-640-1193 for more information. 

¨ February Garden Shows:  February 21-25th, Portland Home & Garden Show, Expo Center.  February 23-25th, Yard 
Garden & Patio Show, Oregon Convention Center. 

¨ May 5th & 6th, TVGC Annual Plant Sale. 


